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This survey was requested and coordinated by the Directorate-General for Communication. 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/public_opinion/index_en.htm 
 
This document does not represent the point of view of the European Commission. 
The interpretations and opinions contained in it are solely those of the authors. 
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12. THE EUROPEAN UNION BUDGET 
 
The Eurobarometer regularly measures public knowledge of how the European 

Union budget is spent. These analyses have highlighted the tendency of Europeans 

to over-estimate the costs of the EU’s administrative overheads42. 

 

This wave of the Eurobarometer examines knowledge of how the EU budget is 

spent. However this time, the question has been changed by asking respondents 

not only what they think most of the EU budget is spent on but by subsequently 

asking them how they would like most of the budget to be spent. The new question 

also allows respondents to choose from a much wider range of expenditure areas 

than the old question did43. 

 

 - EU budget remains a mystery to many Europeans and administrative overheads 

over-estimated - 

 

Europeans continue to over-estimate the administrative overheads (26%)44 

which is the most frequently mentioned expense. Following on from this, slightly 

under a quarter of Europeans estimate that most of the European Union’s budget is 

spent on ‘economic growth’ and ‘agriculture and rural development’ (24% for both).  

 

Overall, it appears that the EU budget is still a topic about which few Europeans are 

well-informed. This is reflected in the high ‘don’t know’ rate (25%). 

 

Yet Europeans have a somewhat more outspoken opinion on how the EU budget 

should be spent. In light of the current economic crisis, and taking account of the 

widespread concern voiced by Europeans in this respect, it is not surprising to find 

that the most popular areas on which Europeans would like the EU budget 

to be spent are economic growth (38%) and employment and social affairs 

(36%)45.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
42 The last result (Autumn 2006, EB66) was that 27% of Europeans considered administrative overheads 
to account for the largest slice of the European Union’s budget.    
43 The question now has 16 areas of expenditure from which respondents can select the one on which 
they think most of the EU budget is spent, compared to only 6 the last time the question was asked in 
Autumn 2006 (EB66).  
44 QG2a On which of the following do you think most of the European Union budget is spent? Firstly? Any 
others? (Total ‘first answer’ and ‘other answers’) 
45 QG3a And on which of the following would you like European Union budget to be spent? Firstly? Any 
others? (Total ‘first answer’ and ‘other answers’) 
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QG2a + QG2b On which of the following do you think most of the 
European Union budget is spent? (MAX. 4 ANSWERS)- % EU

26%

24%

24%

20%

18%

15%

13%

13%

12%

12%

12%

10%

8%

8%

6%

4%

1%

1%

25%

Administrative and personnel costs, buildings

Economic growth

Agriculture and rural development 

Defence and security 

Assistance to EU neighbours, including
candidate countries

Regional investment 

Scientific research 

Energy issues

Climate change and environmental protection

Development and humanitarian aid to
countries outside the EU

Employment and social affairs 

Education and training

Immigration issues

Public health 

Transport

Culture and media 

Other (SPONTANEOUS)

None of these (SPONTANEOUS)

DK

QG3a + QG3b And on which of the following would you like 
European Union budget to be spent? (MAX. 4 ANSWERS) - % EU

3%

38%

14%

17%

7%

13%

19%

22%

23%

7%

36%

30%

12%

32%

5%

4%

1%

1%

11%

Administrative and personnel costs, buildings

Economic growth

Agriculture and rural development 

Defence and security 

Assistance to EU neighbours, including
candidate countries

Regional investment 

Scientific research 

Energy issues

Climate change and environmental protection

Development and humanitarian aid to
countries outside the EU

Employment and social affairs 

Education and training

Immigration issues

Public health 

Transport

Culture and media 

Other (SPONTANEOUS)

None of these (SPONTANEOUS)

DK

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A country-by country analysis indicates that, apart from few exceptions, countries 

where the largest share of citizens would like the EU budget to be spent on 

economic growth or on employment and social affairs tend to be those where the 

concerns about the economic situation are most pronounced. Hence, we find that 

Greece (65%) tops the list when it comes to wanting EU money to be spent on 

economic growth, followed by Lithuania (57%),Bulgaria and Hungary (both 55%). 
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When it comes to wanting EU money spent on employment and social affairs, Spain 

sits near the top of the table, just behind Slovenia (51%). It should be recalled that 

Spain currently has the highest unemployment rate in the EU46. 

 

Not surprisingly, this issue is mentioned by 46% of unemployed respondents, 

whereas it seems less of a major issue for the retired (32%) and the self employed 

(31%). 

                                                 
46 September 2008 Eurostat unemployment figures. See http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/euroindicators 




